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Today’s	Agenda	
•  Brief	overview	of	the	successful	legisla3ve	session	

	
•  	Introduc3on	to	“interim	advocacy”		

	
•  Successful	communica3on		

	
•  Overview	of	the	Housing	Trust	Fund	and	what	to	

ask	your	lawmakers	for!		
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2018	Legisla4ve	Outcomes	for		
Affordable	Housing	&	Homelessness	

	

ü  Biennial	Capital	Budget	with	$107	Million	for	the	Housing	Trust	Fund	=	
passed	

ü  HB	1570/Macri	=	passed	
ü  HB	2578/Riccelli	=	passed	
ü  HB	2667/Macri	=	passed	
ü  HB	2444/SlaPer	=	passed	
ü  HB	2382/Ryu	=	passed	
ü  HB	1239/Sullivan	=	passed	
ü  HB	1831/PeTgrew	=	passed	
ü  HB	2437/Robinson	=	not	passed	(made	it	to	Senate	Floor)	
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Why	these	victories	were	possible:		
ü 	Persistent	advocacy	for	Years.	
ü 	Voices	statewide	demanded	ac3on.	
ü 	Lawmakers	heard	from	local	advocates	throughout	
the	year.		

ü 	Advocates	delivered	a	consistent	&	strategic	
message.	

ü 	Housing	champions	have	been	elected	to	state	
level	offices.		
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Ac4ons	taken	
online	

2,677	

Emails	to	
lawmakers	

5,481	

Advocacy	Day	
AJendees	

630	



	
Ques4ons?		
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Interim:	The	intervening	3me	between	
legisla3ve	sessions	
	
Interim	advocacy:	Leveraging	the	opportunity	
that	the	interim	provides	to	educate	
lawmakers	in	their	own	legisla3ve	district	
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ü  	Lawmakers	have	more	3me:	Mee3ngs	are	
usually	much	longer	than	when	based	in	
Olympia	during	session.		
	

ü  	In-district	advocacy	offers	opportunity	to	
educate	on	how	the	lack	of	affordable	
housing	and	homelessness	impact	the	local	
community.		
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How	to	Set	Up	a	Mee4ng	with	Your	Lawmaker	
	

ü  Call	or	email	the	lawmaker	directly.	If	you	email,	
put	“Mee3ng	request	please”	in	the	subject	line.	
	

ü  Their	legisla3ve	assistant	“LA”	schedules	their	
mee3ngs.	Expect	to	talk	to	them	and	be	aware	
that	LAs	are	powerful	gatekeepers.	Treat	them	like	
a	person	you	also	need	to	lobby.		
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Helpful	Informa4on	to	Know	Before	Mee4ng	With	a	
Lawmaker	
	

ü  What’s	the	lawmaker’s	posi3on	on	homelessness	
and	affordable	housing	issues?	
	

ü  Does	the	lawmaker	serve	on	any	key	policy	
commiPees?	Do	they	hold	a	leadership	posi3on	
within	their	caucus?	
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Helpful	Informa4on	to	Know	Before	Mee4ng	With	a	
Lawmaker	
	

ü  What’s	the	lawmaker’s	vo3ng	record	on	the	
legisla3on	you	care	about?		
	

ü  What	policy	issues	does	the	lawmaker	have	a	
history	of	suppor3ng	and	opposing?		
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Helpful	Informa4on	to	Know	Before	Mee4ng	With	a	
Lawmaker	
	

ü  Are	they	on	social	media?	Facebook	in	par3cular	is	
a	very	rich	source	of	informa3on	on	lawmakers.		
	

ü  Look	up	their	campaign	page.	All	Representa3ves	
are	up	for	elec3on	this	year	and	half	of	the	Senate	
is	as	well.		
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A	very	valuable	resource!	www.leg.wa.gov	
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leg.wa.gov/Rosters/Members	
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Know	what	you	want	to	accomplish!	
	
ü  Develop	a	rela3onship	

	
ü  Introduce	an	issue	

	
ü  Educate	the	lawmaker	

	
ü  Make	a	specific	request	
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Ques4ons?		
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Communica4on	Pi^alls	to	Avoid	
	
Avoid	leading	with	language	that	labels	another	person	or	
group,	reinforces	stereotypes,	or	equates	someone’s	
circumstance	with	their	primary	iden3ty.	
	
Language	to	avoid:	
•  The	homeless	
•  Homeless	people	
•  Homeless		
•  Client	
•  Consumer	
•  Beneficiary	
•  Program	user	
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Communica4on	Pi^alls	to	Avoid	
Avoid	leading	with	language	that	labels	another	person	or	
group,	reinforces	stereotypes,	or	equates	someone’s	
circumstance	with	their	primary	iden3ty.	
	

Language	to	Avoid	 Try	Instead	

The	homeless,	Homeless	
people,	Homeless		
	
	

Person	experiencing	
homelessness	

Client,	Consumer,	Beneficiary,	
Program	user	
	

What	do	you	think	is	a	bePer	
way	to	refer	to	people	
receiving	services?		
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Communica4on	Pi^alls	to	Avoid	
	
Avoid	language	that	s3gma3zes	people	experiencing	
homelessness	or	frames	solu3ons	as	unaPainable	
	
•  “The	homeless	problem”	

•  DescripEons	of	homelessness	as	an	intractable	problem	

•  Crisis	and	scarcity	language	that	frames	soluEons	as	out	of	
reach,	too	expensive,	or	insurmountable		
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Communica4on	Pi^alls	to	Avoid	
	
Avoid	language	that	s3gma3zes	people	experiencing	
homelessness	or	frames	solu3ons	as	unaPainable	
	

Language	to	Avoid	 Try	Instead	

	
“The	homeless	problem”	
	
	

	
The	homelessness	crisis		

DescripEons	of	homelessness	
as	an	intractable	problem	
	

Homelessness	is	preventable	
and	solvable	
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Answering	Hard	Ques4ons		
	
•  Flip	it!		

	

•  Never	answer	a	ques3on	that	you	don’t	know	the	
answer	to!	Instead,	use	it	as	an	opportunity	for	follow	
up.	This	is	a	hook	to	con3nue	the	conversa3on,	and	to	
con3nue	developing	the	rela3onship!	
	

•  Never	offer	up	another	program	to	cut	or	eliminate.		
	

•  Expect	a	ques3on	or	statement	that	says	because	
homelessness	is	growing,	the	resources	we	are	already	
inves3ng	are	not	working.		
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Answering	Hard	Ques4ons	about	the	increase	in	
homelessness	
	

Focus	on:		
•  Homelessness	is	rising	because	every	region	has	

experienced	sky-high	rent	increases.		
	

•  Rent	increases	cause	homelessness.		
	

Be	prepared	for:		
•  Statements	or	ques3ons	about	personal	responsibility.	

•  Allega3ons	that	homelessness	is	increasing	solely	
because	of	the	opioid	crisis.		
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Answering	Hard	Ques4ons	about	homelessness	
increasing		
	
•  A	study	in	the	Journal	of	Urban	Affairs	found	that	every	

$100	increase	in	rent	is	associated	with	a	6%	increase	
in	homelessness	in	metropolitan	areas	and	a	32%	
increase	in	homelessness	in	non-metro	areas,	such	as	
suburban	communi3es.		
	

•  Rents	are	out	of	reach:	A	minimum	wage	worker	in	
Washington	State	has	to	work	75	hours	a	week	in	order	
to	affordable	a	modest	1	bedroom	apartment.		
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Answering	Hard	Ques4ons	about	homelessness	
increasing		
	
•  There	is	not	enough	affordable	housing.	

	
•  For	every	100	households	at	or	below	30%,	there	are	

only	29	affordable	and	available	rental	units	statewide.	
Overall,	our	state	has	a	deficit	of	165,764	affordable	
and	available	units	at	or	below	30%	AMI.			
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State	investments	are	working.	We	just	aren’t	keeping	up	
with	the	need.			
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Rents	are	growing	faster	than	incomes.	

	
	

Median	rent	
+22%	
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Low	incomes	(boPom	20%	of	households)	+3%	
	

Data	sources:	U.S.	Census	Bureau	American	Community	Survey	one-year	es3mates;	infla3on	adjusted	using	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Sta3s3cs	CPI-U.		
	

Lowest	quar3le		
rent	
+17%	



Rents	are	growing	–	Washington	State	

	
	

Source:	hPp://www.zillow.com/home-values/	



 
Any	ques)ons?	
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What	to	ask	your	lawmaker	for!		
	
•  At	least	$200	million	for	the	State	Housing	Trust	Fund	
	

•  Funded	from	the	State	Capital	Budget	
	

•  Next	year	is	the	start	of	a	new	biennium,	so	there	is	a	
whole	new	budget	that	will	be	wriPen	and	voted	on.		
	

•  Is	the	lawmaker	on	House	Capital	Budget	or	Senate	Ways	
and	Means?	If	so,	they	are	par3cularly	important	
decision	makers!	
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Legisla4ve	Ask:	Pass	a	Capital	Budget	with	at	least	$200	
million	for	affordable	housing,	and	increase	biennial	
funding	with	a	supplemental	Capital	Budget.		
	
The	Housing	Trust	Fund	is	cri3cal	in	solving	our	
community’s	affordable	housing	struggles.	It	builds	safe,	
healthy,	and	affordable	homes	for	seniors,	veterans,	youth,	
people	with	disabili3es	and	mental	illness,	families,	and	
other	struggling	households.	
	
The	Housing	Trust	Fund	is	the	most	important	investment	
that	Washington	makes	to	ensure	that	everyone	has	the	
opportunity	to	live	in	a	safe,	healthy,	affordable	home.		
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The	overwhelming	bulk	of	Housing	Trust	Fund	dollars	support	homes	for	
those	with	the	lowest	incomes,	with	over	70%	for	extremely	low	income	
households.	



Pacific 
68 homes +  
8 Beds 
$6.2 M 

Lewis 
386 homes + 6 Beds 
$13.1 M 

Cowlitz 
474 homes +  
41 Beds 
$16 M 

Wahkiakum 
19 homes 
$1.1 M 

Yakima 
1,421 homes +  
108 Beds 
$47.6 M 

Thurston 
926 homes +  
88 Beds 
$32.4 M 

Pierce 
2,738 homes +  
224 Beds 
$76.6 M 

King 
15,320 homes +  
2,098 Beds 
$370.3 M 

Douglas 
150 homes +  
18 Beds 
$9.6 M 

Franklin 
388 homes 
$11.4 M 

Walla Walla 
603 homes +  
151 Beds 
$28.3 M 

Whitman 
239 homes 
$9.3 M 

Asotin 
56 homes 
$1.1 M 

Garfield 
10 homes 
$94.1 K 

Stevens 
183 homes 
$5.7 M 

Pend 
Oreille 
152 homes 
$2.3 M 

Grays 
Harbor 
231 homes +  
25 Beds 
$5.3 M 

Jefferson 
109 homes + 4 Beds 
$5 M 

Clallam 
666 homes  
$21.7 M 

Kittitas 
183 homes 
$3.7 M 

Snohomish 
2,569 homes +  
55 Beds 
$57.5 M 

Okanogan 
361 homes + 47 beds 
$9.3 M 

Chelan 
926 homes +  
6 Beds 
$30 M 

Adams 
438 homes +  
$12.6 M 

Lincoln 
39 homes +  
16 Beds 
$2.5 M 

Ferry 
177 homes 
$2.6 M 

Clark 
2,036 homes +  
95 Beds 
$42.8 M 

Whatcom 
1,229 homes + 9 Beds 
$32 M 

San Juan 
236 homes 
$9.9M 

Island 
163 homes +  
17 Beds 
$6.4 M 

Mason 
279 homes +  
$8.5 M 

Skamania 
142 homes 
$4.6 M 

Klickitat 
63 homes + 6 Beds 
$2.3 M 

Skagit 
715 homes + 6 Beds 
$19.8 M 

Grant 
1,390 homes +  
$31.4 M 

Benton 
515 homes +  
8 Beds 
$12.3 M 

Columbia 
8 homes 
$42.3 K 

Spokane 
2,907 homes +  
177 Beds 
$81 M 

Kitsap 
960 homes +  
80 Beds 
$28.2 M 

Multiple Counties 
(scattered-site projects) 
358 homes 
$6.7 M 

Statewide Totals: 
39,833 homes + 3,293 Beds 
$1.1 Billion includes:  
HTF $946.3M + HOME $120.7M 

Housing Trust Fund Investments in Affordable Housing  1989 – 2015  

“Beds” refer to shelters, group-home, seasonal farmworker, barrack-style beds. Not all counties include beds. 
“homes” refer to all types of rental homes such as studios, 1-bedroom, 2-bedrooms, etc.  



	

Please	contact	the	Housing	Alliance		
with	any	ques4ons:		

	
Michele@wliha.org	
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