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Ice Breaker

● Name
● What city do you live in?
● What was your favorite story as a kid?
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Objectives:

● Identify the most important pieces of 
your personal story

● Tell your story in an empowering way
● Tie your story to data and policies
● Use your story for effective advocacy
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Reiny’s
Story
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Why do stories matter?
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Data Stories
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What is your story?
● Asset Framing

● Most important details

● Follow the elements
Rising action
Climax/peak
Ending
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How do you know what parts of 
your story to tell?

Decide who your audience is

Decide what your goal is, and tie your story to 
that outcome

Edit your story to fit the situation
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Exercise 1

Write your story
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Connect your story + WLIHA Policy Priorities

Housing Trust Fund
Document Recording Fee/ HB 1570
Source of Income Discrimination

Medicaid Waiver
HEN/ABD/Medical Services/SSI Facilitation
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Exercise 2

Self Edit
Use asset framing, tell your truth, connect it to a policy
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Places to tell your story:
● Email/in person with lawmaker
● Testify at a hearing
● Social media
● Blog post
● Radio/TV
● LTE/Op-ed
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Questions?

Reiny Cohen
reinyc@wliha.org
@wliha @reinycohen

mailto:reinyc@wliha.org

